
Welcome Members, Board of Directors, Guests, & Staff
to our Spring 2026 GCOOS Members Meeting!

Happy 20th Anniversary GCOOS!
As GCOOS celebrates its 20th Anniversary, it marks its expansion with 30 principal 
investigators and 62 partners providing data from sensors in the Gulf. GCOOS has 
194 institutional and individual members and its eNewsletter reaches more than 

1,900 readers monthly!

Tuesday, April 14, 2026
(meeting will be recorded)
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Board of Directors 2026 Election Results
Private Sector Academic Sector

Outreach and Education Sector Government Sector

Dr. Emily Hall 
Mote Marine Laboratory

Board term expires in 2027

Dr. Brian Roberts
LUMCON

Board term expires in 2027

Dr. Rafael Ramos
(Treasurer)

Woods Hole Group
Board term expires in 2027

Nick Gagliano
Kongsberg Discovery

Private Sector
Board term expires in 2028

David Driver
BP (retired)

Board term expires in 2026

Dr. Sergio Jaramillo
Shell Global Solutions US Inc.
Board term expires in 2028

Dr. Antonietta Quigg
Texas A&M University at 

Galveston
Board term expires in 2026

Dr. Stephan Howden
(Secretary)

University of Southern 
Mississippi

Board term expires in 2028

Dr. Nick Shay
University of Miami, RSMAS
Board term expires in 2027

Suraida Nañez-James
(Vice Chair)

Gulf Reach Institute
Board term expires in 2026

Dr. Sara Graves
University of Alabama,

Huntsville
Board term expires in 2026

Dr. Nan Walker
Louisiana State University

Board term expires in 2028

Dr. Kate Hubbard
Florida Fish & Wildlife 

Conservation Commission, Fish & 
Wildlife Research Institute
Board term expires in 2027

Dr. Kimberly Yates
(Chair)

U.S. Geological Survey (retired)
Board term expires in 2026

Dr. Pat Hogan
NOAA/NCEI - MS

Board term expires in 2028

Kirsten Larson
(Immediate Past Chair)

NOAA/NCEI
Board term expires in 2026

RETIRING BOD

RETIRING BOD

Dr. James Kendall
Bureau of Ocean Energy 

Management (BOEM)
Board term expires in 2028

Returning Members (Fall 2026):
Academic Sector: Dr. Antonietta Quigg, Texas A&M University at Galveston
Outreach & Education Sector: Dr. Suraida Nañez-James, Gulf Reach Institute
Government Sector: Dr. Kimberly Yates, U.S. Geological Survey (retired)

Retiring Members (Fall 2026):
Private Sector: David Driver, BP (retired)
Outreach & Education Sector: Dr. Sara Graves, University of Alabama
Government Sector: Dr. Kirsten Larson, NOAA/NCEI

RETIRING BOD

New Members (Fall 2026):
Private Sector: 

Mike Yang, Chevron

Outreach & Education Sector: 
Chrissy Weiderwohl, Texas A&M

Government Sector: 
Courtney Bouchard, NOAA, NCEI



Agenda Summary (Central Time)

8:45 - Welcome and Agenda Review, Dr. Kim Yates, GCOOS Board Chair

9:00 - Welcome and Introduction to TAMU, Dr. Shari Yvon-Lewis, Prof. & Head of Oceanography Dept.

9:05 - IOOS Program Office Updates, Dr. Krisa Arzayus, Acting IOOS Director

9:30 - Welcome from U.S. Representative Randy Weber’s Office, Hayden Crawford, Legislative Director

9:45 - Texas Sea Grant College Program update, Laura Picariello, Director

10:00 - GCOOS Update, Dr. Jorge Brenner, GCOOS Executive Director

10:30 - Networking Break

11:00 - Industry Partner Updates: presentations & panel discussion

12:00 - Lunch (provided)



Agenda Summary Continued (Central Time)…

1:15 - Industry Partner Updates continued: presentations & panel discussion

2:00 - Ecosystem/Environmental Balance: presentations & panel discussion

2:45 - Networking Break

3:15 - UGOS Summary and Next Steps: Brief presentations and discussion

4:00 - Shaped by Our Story: The History of GCOOS, Dr. Worth Nowlin, Distinguished Professor 
           Emeritus, Texas A&M University

4:45 - Closing Remarks, Dr. Kim Yates, GCOOS Board Chair

5:00-6:00 p.m. Student Poster Session (11th floor University Club)



Today’s Presentations & Panel Focus

11:00-2:00   Industry Partner Updates (Moderators: Marcus Ogle & Dr. Rafael Ramos)

2:00-2:45   Ecosystem/Environmental Balance (Moderator: Suraida Nañez-James)

• Brief summaries from GCOOS PIs and stakeholders on how they use GCOOS data 
followed by open discussion focused on the value & utility of observation platforms & 
data for stakeholders.

3:15-4:00   UGOS Summary & Next Steps (Moderator: Dr. Jorge Brenner)

• Brief summaries on UGOS-3 goals, strategies, & stakeholder perspectives followed by 
open discussion focused on next steps and GCOOS’ role.



Panel Discussion Points

How can we maximize the value, utility, and accessibility of 
observation platforms and data for stakeholders?

How do we improve collaboration among data users and 
providers to enhance mutual benefits and value for shared 

data across all sectors and partners?



Evening Special Events (Central Time)…

6:00-8:00 p.m. GCOOS 20th Anniversary Celebration

• 6:00 - Networking and beverages

• 6:30 - Open mic – informal tributes and memories of GCOOS

• 7:00 - 8:00 - Networking



Very many thanks to our meeting coordinators!!

Marcus Ogle                 Dr. Chris Simoniello                    Xaio Qi                           Tuomo Saari           Suraida Nañez-James

Meeting Logistics

• WIFI: TAMU_Visitor

• Group picture in meeting room before lunch

• Lunch downstairs, 11th floor University Club

• Meeting will be recorded


