
The Signatories hereby resolve to work together towards establishment of a Gulf of Mexico Regional Coastal Ocean Observing System (GCOOS); to work toward development of regional governance structures 
and coordination; to work towards common data management standards; and to openly share non-proprietary data and metadata, non-commerical data and products, model code, and related information. 
GCOOS will not compete with the private sector because it will not distribute commercial products and services, which are those produced by commercial enterprises. The Signatories will actively seek 
collaborations with other nations bordering the Gulf of Mexico in the design and implementation of this regional observing system. The Signatories will work toward implementation of specific action items 
decided upon at the workshop held at Stennis Space Center, Mississippi, January 14-15, 2003, a summary of which is included herein by reference.

Resolution to Establish a Gulf of Mexico Regional Coastal Ocean Observing System 
Excerpt from the resolution establishing an ocean observing system in the Gulf, c. 2003

L.G. Adams, Weeks Bay NERR (10 December 2004)
Kim Adams, President, Essi Corporation (10 November 2004)
Vernon Asper, for College of Marine Sciences, University of Southern Mississippi
(24 March 2003)
Peter R. Betzer, for University of South Florida (USF) College of Marine Science 
(17 March 2003)

John Blaha, Naval Oceanographic Office (2 June 2004)
Jim Byous, Ocean Specialist Services, for Gulf Fiber Corporation (7 April 2003)
Lisa Campbell, Texas A&M University (26 May 2004)
Jim Cato, Florida Sea Grant (9 April 2003)
Billy D. Causey, Superintendent of the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary (26 
March 2004)
Robert Cohen, Weathernews Americas Inc. (12 April 2004)
H. D. Covert, Coastal Operations Institute (10 March 2004)
George Crozier, for Dauphin Island Sea Lab and Mobile Bay National Estuary Program 
(25 March 2003)
Steven F. DiMarco, Texas A&M University (20 April 2004)
Richard E. Dodge, Nova Southeastern University Oceanographic Center (14 April 
2005)
Dean A. Dunn, for National Coastal Data Development Center (NCDDC)  
(26 March 2003)
John C. Freeman, Weather Research Center (7 November 2005)
Wilford Gardner, Head, Department of Oceanography, Texas A&M University  
(15 November 2004)
Bryon O. Griffith, Deputy Director, EPA Gulf of Mexico Program Office (2 April 2003)
D. Jay Grimes, Provost, Gulf Coast and Director, Gulf Coast Research Laboratory, The 
University of Southern Mississippi (13 July 2004)
Norman L. Guinasso, Geochemical and Environmental Research Group, Texas A&M 
University, for Texas Automated Buoy System (TABS) (24 March 2003)
Jill Hasling, for Weather Research Center (7 November 2005)
Robert Hetland, Texas A&M University (21 April 2005)
Matthew Howard, Texas A&M University (26 May 2004)
Ann Jochens, Texas A&M University (13 September 2004)
Gregg Jacobs, NRL Stennis Space Center (15 March 2003) 

Gary Jeffress, Texas A&M University - Corpus Christi, for Texas Coastal Ocean 
Observing Network (TCOON) (13 March 2003)
Mark Luther, representing both the Coastal Ocean Monitoring and Prediction System 
(COMPS) and the Tampa Bay Physical Oceanographic Real-Time System (TBPORTS), 
USF College of Marine Science (17 March 2003)
Robert (Buzz) Martin, for Texas General Land Office (24 March 2003)
Gil McRae, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission, Florida Marine Research 
Institute (1 December 2003)
Douglas J. Meffert, Center for Bioenvironmental Research, Tulane and Xavier 
Universities, for Long-term Estuary Assessment Group (LEAG) (26 March 2003)
Avichal Mehra, Engineering Research Center, Mississippi State University, for DMEFS 
(27 March 2003)
Patrick Michaud, Texas A&M University - Corpus Christi (13 March 2003)
Paul Moersdorf, Director, NOAA’s National Data Buoy Center (NDBC) (13 March 2003)
Christopher N. K. Mooers, Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science (2 
June 2003)
Frank Muller-Karger, Institute for Marine Remote Sensing, University of South Florida 
(24 March 2003)
Worth D. Nowlin, Jr., Distinguished Professor, Texas A&M University (11 March 2003)
James J. O’Brien, Center for Ocean-Atmospheric Prediction Studies, Florida State 
University (14 March 2003)
John C. Ogden, as Director, Florida Institute of Oceanography (24 March 2003)
Alejandro Orsi, Texas A&M University (17 September 2004)
Chris Oynes, Minerals Management Service, Gulf of Mexico Region (5 May 2005)
Shirley Pomponi, Vice-President and Director of Research, for Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institution (25 March 2003)
David Prior, Executive Vice-President and Provost for Texas A&M University (12 March 
2003)
Nancy N. Rabalais, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium (LUMCON), for 
NGOMEX Hypoxia Studies (23 March 2003)
Mary Jo Richardson, Interim Dean for the College of Geosciences, Texas A&M 
University (11 March 2003)
Mitchell A. Roffer, President, Roffer’s Ocean Fishing Forecasting Service, Inc. (ROFFS) 
(6 June 2003)
Kerry St. Pe, Interim Administrator, for Louisiana Universities Marine Consorium 
(LUMCON) (8 May 2003)

Ken Schaudt for Schaudt.US (19 October 2005)
William Seitz, Department Head, Marine Sciences, Texas A&M University Galveston 
(13 January 2005)
Thomas M. Soniat, Professor, Nicholls State University, for DermoWatch  
(2 October 2003)
Robert Stewart, Department of Oceanography, Texas A&M University (22 April 2004)
Robert Stickney, Director, Texas Sea Grant Program, Texas A&M University (9 April 
2003)
Gregory Stone, Louisiana State University (6 May 2004)
LaDon Swann, Director, Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium, Auburn 
University (9 April 2003)
Raymond F. Toll, Jr., Assistant Vice President, Earth Space and Atmospheric Sciences 
Operations; Space, Earth and Aviation Sciences Business Unit of the Science 
Applications International Corporation, Hampton, VA (16 Mar 2005)
John W. (Wes) Tunnell, Jr., Research Scientist and Professor, Texas A&M University - 
Corpus Christi, for Center for Coastal Studies and Harte Research Institute for Gulf of 
Mexico Studies (6 May 2003)
Jan van Smirren, Fugro Global Environmental & Ocean Sciences, Inc. (23 May 2003)
Nan Walker, Director, Earth Scan Laboratory, Coastal Studies Institute and Dept. of 
Oceanography and Coastal Sciences, Louisiana State University (17 March 2003)
Robert H. Weisberg, representing both the Coastal Ocean Monitoring and Prediction 
System (COMPS) and the Tampa Bay Physical Oceanographic Real-Time System 
(TBPORTS), USF College of Marine Science (17 March 2003)
Chuck Wilson, Vice Provost Academic Affairs, Louisiana State University, for Louisiana 
Sea Grant College Program (30 March 2005)
James Robert Woolsey, Director, MS Mineral Resources Institute, University of 
Mississippi, for Gulf of Mexico Hydrates Research Consortium and its Hydrates Sea 
Floor Observatory Program (24 March 2003)
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